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A SPECIAL TRIBUTE TO NORMAN

M. WALKER IN RECOGNITION OF
HIS 25 YEARS OF SERVICE WITH
THE DEFIANCE POLICE DEPART-
MENT

HON. PAUL E. GILLMOR
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 26, 2002

Mr. GILLMOR. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pride that I rise today to pay special tribute to
an outstanding gentleman from Ohio’s Fifth
Congressional District. Norm Walker of Defi-
ance, Ohio, will celebrate twenty-five years of
dedicated service with the Defiance Police De-
partment on August 15, 2002.

Mr. Speaker, Norm began work with the De-
fiance Police Department in 1977, and, over
the years, has risen through the ranks to his
current position serving as Chief of Police. On
his way to becoming Chief of Police, he
served as a Patrolman, Sergeant, Detective,
Lieutenant, and as the Assistant Chief of Po-
lice.

Norm has proven his skills as an effective
leader and organizational manager. In 1993
he assumed control of the city’s law enforce-
ment branch, and since then the Defiance Po-
lice Department has become a model after
which other local police departments can pat-
tern themselves.

During Norm’s tenure as Chief of Police he
has led the effort to modernize the depart-
ments resources, including the upgrading of all
computer and communication equipment.
These upgrades also include the installation of
Mobile Data Terminals, which are in-car com-
puters that provide real time data to the patrol-
men on duty. He has also increased the over-
all size of the department, and mandated lead-
ership training for all newly promoted officers.
Restructuring the department’s organizational
methodology to a more pro-active approach
through the introduction of community oriented
policing strategies has been one of Norm’s
largest accomplishments since taking over as
Chief of Police.

Norm has been recognized for his diligent
service and unselfish commitment to estab-
lishing a modern and pro-active law enforce-
ment agency. Among his numerous awards
and recognition, he has received a Certificate
of Exemplary Service by the Domestic Vio-
lence Task Force for the development and im-
plementation of a countywide response pro-
tocol. Norm has also been honored by the
Gang Resistance Education and Training
(G.R.E.A.T.) Program for his instrumental role
in implementing the program within the local
school system.

Mr. Speaker, I would ask my colleagues to
join me in paying special tribute to Norm
Walker. Our local public service agencies and
the American people are better served through
the diligence and determination of public serv-
ants, like Norm, who dedicate their lives to
serving the needs of others. I am confident
that Norm will continue to serve his community
and positively influence others around him.
We wish him the very best on this special oc-
casion.
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Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to a good friend and public servant
who is working diligently on behalf of our na-
tion’s natural resources. Mr. Ryan Noel was
recently named the recipient of the South
Carolina Waterfowl Association Public Water-
fowl Management Award. This award was
given in recognition of excellence in public wa-
terfowl management.

Mr. Noel is leaving his position as manager
of the Santee National Wildlife Refuge to take
a new job in Denver, and will be sorely
missed. Mr. Noel is a consummate team play-
er. His successful leadership of quality staff
and local volunteers has resulted in tremen-
dous improvements for waterfowl and wildlife
habitat at the Santee National Wildlife Refuge.

Mr. Noel is committed to improving wildlife
habitat and sharing this resource with the gen-
eral public. He and his dedicated staff have
successfully increased public use at the San-
tee National Wildlife Refuge. He has dem-
onstrated that the role of the National Wildlife
Refuge System is not only to conserve and
enhance wildlife habitat but also to provide
quality outdoor recreational opportunities and
natural resource education to the general pub-
lic. Mr. Noel and his staff have added greatly
to the quality of life for people within and be-
yond the Sixth Congressional District of South
Carolina.

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my colleagues
to join me and my fellow South Carolinians
honoring Mr. Ryan Noel. He is a wonderful ex-
ample of commitment to career and commu-
nity alike and is well deserving of public rec-
ognition. We wish him Godspeed in his new
endeavor.
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JOHN’S LAW
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Mr. LOBIONDO. Mr. Speaker, this week
marks the second anniversary of the tragic
death of one of my constituents. U.S. Navy
Ensign John Elliott, who had just received his
commission to Naval Flight School in Pensa-
cola, Florida, was struck and killed by a drunk
driver on July 22, 2000. The accident instantly
killed Elliott and seriously injured his pas-
senger, Kristen Hohenwarter.

Sadly, it was later discovered that Michael
Pangle, the driver responsible for Elliott’s
death, had been arrested for drunken driving
earlier that evening. Having called for a ride,
he was picked up by a friend and returned to
his car. Elliott was on his way home for his
mother’s birthday party when he crossed
paths with Pangle and both were killed.

Two years after that tragic accident, John’s
parents continue the fight to save other fami-
lies from the grief they have endured. Lob-
bying the New Jersey State Legislature, the
Elliotts saw to fruition the drafting, passage
and ultimate enactment of John’s Law. The
law ensures that individuals who pick up an

arrested driver sign a document accepting
custody. Additionally, it gives State Police the
authorization to impound the automobile of an
arrested driver for up to 12 hours.

Today, I am introducing a resolution ex-
pressing the sense of the House that funding
should be made available from the Highway
Trust Fund to encourage all states to enact
legislation to require law enforcement officers
to impound motor vehicles of those charged
with driving while intoxicated and to issue re-
sponsibility warnings to those who take cus-
tody of suspects driving while intoxicated. We
are making important strides to eliminate the
senseless deaths caused by the lethal mix of
alcohol and automobiles. Annual deaths from
drinking and driving have decreased from ap-
proximately 28,000 in 1980 to 16,068 in 2000.
In 1982, 57 percent of all traffic fatalities were
alcohol-related. In 2000, that percentage fell to
38 percent. However, much work remains to
be done. Each death is a preventable one and
I am sure this resolution will go a long way in
ensuring deaths like Ensign Elliott’s are pre-
vented and families are saved from the pain
the Elliotts and other families across the na-
tion have endured.

I urge my colleagues in the House to sup-
port this resolution.

f

CELEBRATING THE ANNIVERSARY
OF MALCOLM AND CAROLYN
REGER

HON. MIKE PENCE
OF INDIANA
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Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to two of my constituents, Malcolm
and Carolyn Reger. August 13, 2002 marks
their 30th wedding anniversary. Today, it’s
rare to see this accomplishment, but I submit
that there is a reason for their success. You
see, Mr. Speaker, 30 years ago, Malcolm and
Carolyn, entered into the holy union of mar-
riage with Jesus Christ and God’s Word as
their foundation. A building is only as good as
its foundation. A marriage based on God’s
Word will withstand the rain, floods, and winds
that blow against it. Troubles will come, but a
house built upon the rock will stand.

f

AMENDING THE INTERNAL REV-
ENUE CODE OF 1986 TO ENCOUR-
AGE THE GRANTING OF EM-
PLOYEE STOCK OPTIONS

HON. AMO HOUGHTON
OF NEW YORK
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Mr. HOUGHTON. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to join my colleague from Ohio, Mr.
HOGHTON, in introducing our bill, the Work-
place Employee Stock Option Act of 2002,
that would benefit working men and women
who would receive a new type of stock option
under new section 423(d) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code. This bill is an updated and im-
proved version of bills I introduced in the
105th and 106th Congresses.

We have been through difficult times in the
past year. The financial downturn has resulted
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